ON ECCLESIASTICAL MIRACLES.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION.

ACRED History is distinguished from Profane
by the nature of the facts which enter into
its composition, and which are not always such as
occur in the ordinary course of things, but are extra-
ordinary and divine. Miracles are its characteristic,
whether it be viewed as biblical or ecclesiastical: as
the history of a reign or dynasty more or less approxi-
mates to biography, as the history of a wandering
tribe passes into romance or poetry, as a constitu-
tional history borders on a philosophical dissertation,
"so the history of Religion is necessarily of & theolo-
gical cast, and is occupied with the supernatural. It
is a record of "the kingdom of heaven," a manifesta-
tion of the Hand of God ; and, " the temple of God
being opened," and "the ark of His testament," there
are " lightnings and voices," the momentary yet re-
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